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CHAPTER  XIV
THE   WORKS   OF   AUGUSTINE
THE preceding five chapters have presented so active and crowded a life that there seems little room left for literary labours. The long hours spent in preaching or catechising in his basilica, the yet longer hours devoted to his judicial functions, the frequent journeys to and long detention in Carthage, the constant overlooking of his parish (or diocese), the sermons and public debates abroad, and the painstaking and humble concern with every grievance that is put before him, make up a heavy burden for a frail and constantly ailing man. Yet we have up to the present hardly touched upon one of the most exacting and most remarkable of Augustine's performances. In the midst of all those distractions he found time for literary labours of exceptional magnitude. Eleven volumes of the Migne edition of the fathers are occupied with his extant works. Moreover, the